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Commander’s Corner

Greetings as we start another year. | would like to start by wishing
everyone a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. | hope that your Holidays
were filled with wonder and joy. Hope you had a wonderful Holiday
Season with Family and Friends. May 2026 be filled with Wonder
and Joy along with Good Health.

| have several topics to share with you....
ConnectAbility of MN a donated equipment program

This program gives a second life to gently used equipment such as
motorized or manual wheelchairs; walkers; shower chairs and more.
Every item is inspected, refurbished and matched with someone
who needs it free of charge. What would otherwise collect dust or
be discarded now supports safety, mobility, and independence for
individuals across MN. This service is open to everyone and is free.

If you know of someone who could use an item to better improve
their quality of life OR if you have a piece of equipment lying around
and it is no longer needed, give them a call.

They are located at 2901 3" Street South, Suite 200, Waite Park
behind the Rusty Pick just south of Fleet Farm. Phone number is
320-253-0765. Website is www.conectAbility.MN.org. Check out
their website or stop in. What they all offer is too much to put in this
newsletter. They also have many volunteer opportunities.

ConnectAbility has three locations — Duluth, Waite Park and
Rochester. Anyone is welcome to go to any of the sites to get
equipment.

When | was reading the latest Legionnaire newspaper | found
several articles of interest: Post Funds Can Aid membership, --Be
the ONE is a mission, Not a slogan, -- Participation in the American
Legion is Ownership, -- GWOT veteran starts first Legion Cruisers
in Minnesota. The Legionnaire has been around for 101 years and
has a lot of good information and ideas.



http://www.conectability.mn.org/

LOOK for more information in our April/May newsletter on an
ADULT Pinewood Derby Event. Need some help to plan and
organize the event. This will be a lot of fun.

How many Waite Park Legion members have classic or

STOP BEING A COMPLAINING COUCH POTATO. |
challenge you.

SEE YOU AT A LEGION POST MEETING (first Thursday of
the month at the Moose.

For God and Country,
Joe Cordie, Commander
Waite Park Silver Star Post 428

RENEW MEMBERSHIP:
Online — mylegion.org
Post Phone — (320) 252-7880
Attend Post Meeting/ Mail to Waite Park Post 428
PO Box 421 - Waite Park, MN 56387

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
DIAL 988 then Press (1)

NOTE: Legion & SAL meetings are the 15t Thursday of
each Month — SAL Meeting at 6:00 pm — Legion Regular
Meeting 7:00 pm

IMPORTANT RESOURCE to learn about
Veteran and Veteran Family Benefits:

Corey Vaske — Stearns County Veterans Service Officer:
(320) 656-6176 or email cory.vaske@co.stearns.mn.us
**Your 15t stop before applying to the VA!
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Adjutant’s Notes

CORRECTION FROM LAST NEWSLETTER -
BOWLING — The 80" annual MN State American
Legion Family Bowling Tournament is scheduled for
March 28" — April 26, 2026 at Sundance Lanes in
Dayton, MN. Waite Park teams are scheduled to
bowl April 18-19, 2-26 (Not April 25-26). Your 2026
membership must be paid to participate. Websites to
visit to learn more about The American Legion:
legion.org; mnlegion.org; www.mn6th district.org. Post
428 is hosting the Friday Meat Raffles at the Moose
Lodge in February and April, volunteers are always
welcome. Your Post 428 family continues to be active
in our community as well as the District, State and
National American Legion. Get active by showing-up to
learn or volunteer. Everyone’s help is needed to ask
members to join and renew. We continue to lose
members to Post Everlasting as well as others not
renewing. If you do not renew by April you will lose
your continuous years. Your card should read 2026.
We will be starting the 2027 membership year in July.
**American Legion Boys State & American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State takes place in early June — if you
know students in their Junior year in high school, this is
a once in a lifetime opportunity that will change their
lives—contact the Post or Auxiliary if interested as
soon as possible. ** Scholarship opportunities are
available for students — contact us or visit websites
listed above for more information.

Tom Fernlund, Post Adjutant

SONS OF THE
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Commander’s Message
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Greetings Fellow SAL,

The Detachment SAL Spring Conference is scheduled
for March 20-21, 2026 at St. Paul Arcade Phalen Post
277. All SAL members are encouraged to attend to
learn more about our organization. Happy 107"
Birthday American Legion — the SAL exists to honor the
service and sacrifice of our Legionnaires. The Waite
Park bowling teams are scheduled to bowl! April 18-19,
2026 at Sundance Lanes in Dayton, MN in the State
American legion Family Bowling Tournament. **(The
date is a correction from our last newsletter) Your 2026
membership must be paid to participate.
Membership dues are $15.00. Visit mnsal.org for
information about the Sons of The American Legion.
Legion Members, are your sons/grandsons SAL
members?

SAL Meetings — February 5" and March 5" at the
Moose Lodge at 6:00 pm.

Attend the SAL meeting to pay your dues or mail to:
DOUGLAS BIBLE
5602 West Oakes Drive
St. Cloud, MN 56303

For God and Country,
Michael Fernlund, Squadron SAL Commander



http://www.mn6th/
mailto:cory.vaske@co.stearns.mn.us
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President’s Message

| hope that everyone is staying warm. Before we know
it we will be commenting on how hot and sticky it is in
the summertime.

Our members are working on our Annual Reports,
which is our reporting system to the Department, which
gets added to the other states, which goes on to the
National organization. Maybe what we do as a Unit
doesn’t seem like much but when combined with the
other Units in our District and then added to other
Districts and then onto the National organization it
really does count. So, as members if you have donated
time at a school or in the community, please reach out
to us so that we can include this with all other great
things we do.

Before we know it we will be ready for Poppy
distribution time. We will be able to get our and collect
donations this year. We are hoping to hit the
community full force. We will be looking for volunteers
to help us with our distribution day at Cash Wise in
Waite on May 22", If you are interested in helping,
please let us know. Helping for a couple of hours will
be a great help. And it is fun.

At the end of November, several of our members
visited unit member Ruth Zellner and presented her
with a bouquet of flowers and a certificate
commemorating her 100" birthday. Ruth is our last
living Charter member of Unit 428. Her membership
started back in 1950 when Unit 428 was formed. This
will never happen again in our Unit. We will have
members who have 75 years of membership, but they
will not be a charter member. Congratulations Ruth.
Happy Valentine’s Day in February and Happy St.
Patrick’s Day in March. Spring will be here soon!!

Karen Foss, Unit President

Auxiliary meetings are the 2" Monday of each Month
at the Boy Scout Building — 307 15" Avenue North —
Waite Park.

Exec Meeting at 6:00 pm and Regular Meeting 6:30 pm

UPCOMING DATES OF INTEREST

Feb 5 Membership Meeting 7pm - Moose Lodge

Feb 5 SAL Squadron Meeting 6pm - Moose
Lodge

Feb 7 6" District MidWinter Conference —
Pequot Lakes Post 49

Feb9 Auxiliary Meeting 6 pm

Feb 19

Legion Exec Board Meeting 6:00 pm
Post 428 Office Bldg (414 Lincoln)

March 5 Post Meeting 7pm - Moose Lodge

March 5 SAL Squadron Meeting 6pm - Moose
Lodge

March 9 Auxiliary Exec Comm Meeting 6:00 PM

Unit Meetings 6:30 PM

March 14 Dept Appreciation Rally — Bloomington
Post 550

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day

March 19 Legion Exec Board Meeting 6:00 pm

Post 428 Office Bldg (414 Lincoln)
March 20-21 Detachment SAL Conference — St. Paul
Arcade Phalen Post 277
March 28- State American Legion Family Bowling
April 26 Tournament — Dayton, MN
**Waite Park Teams Bowl April 18-19, 2026**

April 12 6™ District Exec Board Meeting — Pine
River Post 613

April 19-23 National Commander Dan Wiley’s Tour of
MN

June 14-20 Boys State — St. John’s University
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2026 DUES ARE NOW DUE

We Need Your Help!

) American Legion Dues - $50.00
Thank you for keeping our records up to date and Online — mylegion.org
letting us know your preferences in receiving this Post Phone — (320) 252-7880
newsletter by email or by US mail. We’d appreciate if Attend Post Meeting/ Mail to Waite Park Post 428
you could also know if any of the below apply to you: PO Box 421 - Waite Park, MN 56387
e Ifyou are a snowbird and want to give us Sons of The American Legion Dues $15.00

seasonal addresses with start & stop dates

e |fyou have a change of physical address or Attend the SAL meeting to pay/mail to

Douglas Bible -5602 West Oakes Drive - St. Cloud, MN

email address 56303.
e [fyou have dropped your landline and have a Checks should be made payable to SAL Squadron #428
cell phone number
e If this newsletter is going to a member who is American Legion Auxiliary Dues $40.00
deceased
Pay by phone (317) 569-4570 with your member ID
Email your info to: marsha.bible@gmail.com or ready M-F 8AM — 4:30 PM EST :
tavfern® it d kth biect Online - info on renewal notice you received
aviernf@gmail.com and markthe subject as By Check - ALA Unit 428- PO Box 393- Waite Park, MN
Post 428. 56387

Checks should be made payable to ALA Unit #428



mailto:silverstarpost428@gmail.org
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